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All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-86) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. IS The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3.4. 6. 9. 1 1. 12. 14. 15. 1 7-20.24.27. 29.32.33.35.37.40.42 and 45^68 , 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mark Knedeisen on 1/31/2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1,14, 46, 49, 57, and 60: The preamble (lines 1-2) of these claims 
should read "A computer-implemented interactive user interface on a computer display, 
comprising:" 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The examiner 
has carefully considered all pending claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, 11, 12. 14, 15, 17-20, 24, 27, 
29, 32, 33, 35, 37, 40, 42, 45-68. 

The current invention is directed towards a user interface that provides supply 
chain information. 

One of the prior art of record. Hazel (US 7188317 B1) teaches a multi window 
display having independently linked windows. The Hazel reference teaches the 
limitations of the present invention that deal with the operation of the user interface 
windows. However, the Hazel reference fails to disclose the information that is 
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conveyed to the user through the user interface. In particular, Hazel fails to disclose 
"wherein at least one supplier company identifier is associated with a supplier level 
indicator that indicates a percentage range of revenue received by the company 
identified by the at least one supplier company identifier from the focal company" as 
recited in independent claims 1 , 14, 19, 33, 49, 50, and 68. Hazel also fails to disclose 
"company identifiers for companies whose stock price is known to change with changes 
to the economic indicator" as recited in independent claims 46, 47, 48, 57- 62. 

Another prior art of record, Baker et al. (US 6338067 B1 ) teaches a hierarchy 
database containing Information about market competition. However, Baker does not 
provide the teachings that Hazel fails to teach. 

An updated search of the prior art was conducted by the examiner, which yielded 
no significant sources for a rejection of claims 1, 14, 19, 33, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 57-62, 
and 68 over the prior art. Thus the prior art of record neither render nor anticipate the 
claimed invention. 

Therefore, the above limitations, in specific combinations as recited in the 
independent claims, define the patentability of the claims. 

Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from \he 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas S. Ulrich whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1 397. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:00 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Nicholas Ulrich 

1/31/2008 
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/Kieu D. Vu/ 
Kieu D. Vu 
Primary Examiner 



